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  9th 10th 11th 12th 

English (4 credits) English 9* English 10* English 11* English 12* 

Math (4 credits) Algebra 1 Geometry*  

 

Algebra II 

 

Algebra III ,  

Trigonometry, 

Calculus 

Science (3 credits) Biology Biology* Chemistry*   

Physics, 

AP Biology, 

Human Anatomy 

Social Studies (3 credits) World History  U.S. History*  

Government 

& 

Economics  

Foreign Language (2 credits)   

French I 

or 

  
Spanish I 

French II 

or 

  
Spanish II 

French III 

Or  

Spanish III 

Physical Education (1 credit) 
 

  
Health  

& 

Fitness 
 

   

*Honors classes offered. 

Electives:  American Cultural Literacy, Art I, II, III, IV, Chorus, Computer Graphics,  
Creative Writing, Drama, Handbells I, II, Industrial Arts I, II, Physical Education, 
Piano, Strength and Conditioning, Women of Vision
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ENGLISH 
 
 

Ninth Grade English 
 

English 9 Literature and Composition (including Honors) consists of four areas of 
language study that are necessary for effective communication: reading, writing, speaking 
and listening. This course will focus on the development of these skills through literary 
analysis, writing, and critical thinking. Students will be instructed in all areas throughout 
the school year. Organizing around themes and genres, we will study a variety of texts. 
Throughout the course, vocabulary and grammar/usage/mechanics will be addressed in 
context and in the context of the students’ own writings. Emphasis will be placed on the 
development of comprehension and writing skills through essays, journals, presentations, 
and group processes. This course is required for graduation and provides the necessary 
background for students to succeed in any career path.  

 
 

                                                 Tenth Grade English 
                                                
This English course is designed to help students explore their inner thoughts and feelings 
and empower them to discover a voice by which these thoughts may be presented to 
others. Writing technique will be a cornerstone of this process, but oral and visual 
presentation will also be incorporated. Grammar, spelling, vocabulary, creative writing, 
poetry and literature will all compose integral parts of the curriculum. Projects and 
assignments will challenge and nurture the creative skills of students as they learn to 
communicate and express themselves fully. Daily components of the course will include 
a writing journal, a poetry journal, and a   vocabulary-grammar-spelling notebook. 
Students will perform some aspect of writing on a daily basis.    
 

Eleventh Grade English 
 

English 11 American Literature and Composition consists of four areas of language study 
that are necessary for effective communication: reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
This course will focus on the development of these skills through literary analysis, 
writing, and critical thinking.  Students will be instructed in all areas throughout the 
school year.  Organizing around themes and genres, we will study a variety of texts. 
Throughout the course, vocabulary and grammar/usage/mechanics will be addressed in 
context and in the context of the students’ own writings.  Emphasis will be placed on the 
development of comprehension and writing skills through essays, journals, presentations, 
and group processes.  This course is required for graduation and provides the necessary 
background for students to succeed in any career path.  

 
 

Honors Eleventh Grade Literature and Composition 
 

Honors Eleventh Grade Literature and Composition is a continuation of the skills you 
have acquired in previous English Classes, but it also enriches you with new skills, new 
literature, and better preparedness as you near the end of your traditional high school 
educational career and approach the next step of your life.  You will work on a variety of 
topics and issues, explore the various genre of literature, develop enhanced learning and 
study skills, extend your skills in technical and creative writing, and work with new 
technologies to complete research and presentation projects. Admission to this course is 
based on previous English class work and teacher recommendation 
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Twelfth Grade L iterature and Composition 

 
Twelfth Grade Literature and Composition is a culmination of the skills you have 
acquired in previous English Classes, but it also enriches you with new skills, new 
literature, and better preparedness as you near the end of your traditional high school 
educational career and approach the next step of your life.  Whether a student’s post-high 
school plans include college, a technical school, or immediate participation in the 
business world, for you to be successful, you need to have intellectual and practical 
learning and thinking skills to sustain you throughout your life. 
 

Honors Twelfth Grade L iterature and Composition 
 

Honors 12th English is a fast-paced program of study that challenges, on many levels, the 
motivated, intuitive student who approaches English study enthusiastically!  Twelfth 
grade English is a culmination of the skills you have acquired in previous English classes, 
but Honors English also enriches you with college-enhanced skills, a wider range of 
literature, more intensive writing, flexibility in curriculum opportunities, and greater 
academic preparedness as you near the end of high school.  Essentially this course will 
take the majority of the regular 12th “Brit Lit”  course as well as different aspects of a 
freshman college class. 

Amer ican Cultural L iteracy 
 

 More than any other country, America has developed and progressed from the 
myriad of races, cultures, and ethnic groups that inhabit its soil.  From a melting pot to a 
salad bowl, American society has been described as unique and strengthened by its 
diversity.  America seems to thrive with variation.  ACL is a research-presentation study 
of the people, events, creative expressions, social movements, and cultural icons that 
define (if that is possible) what it is to be an American.  There is a tendency that because 
of our society’s omnifarious ethnic composition, the understanding of “ the American 
spirit”  requires a core body of knowledge to substantiate and give commonality to all 
who call themselves Americans.  This course attempts to uncover some of those basic 
familiarities. 
 

 ESOL 
 

ESOL provides students an opportunity to improve their English through reading, 
writing, and speaking.  Cultural issues are also discussed.  Support for their other classes 
is given. 
 

Reading Enr ichment 
 

Students will do oral and written work in order to increase their reading comprehension.   
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

French I   
 

This year you will practice the four major skills required to learn a foreign language:  
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  In doing so, you will develop a solid base of 
vocabulary and grammar and explore the cultures and traditions of francophone 
countries.  By the end of the year you will have the language skills and cultural 
knowledge in order to successfully cope in a French speaking country.  This knowledge 
will serve you here at and in the years afterward. 
 

French  I I  
 

This year you will continue to review and strengthen your knowledge of French language 
and culture.  As you move forward and apply the skills that you learn, you will be able to 
freely and confidently express yourself in a variety of  situations. 
 

French I I I  
 

In French III you will continue to gain more knowledge about French grammar and 
vocabulary, but more importantly, you will use what you have already learned as 
effectively and creatively as you can.  You will also increase your cultural knowledge of 
the Francophone world with its varied customs and points of interest as well as some 
aspects of France’s cultural past. 
 

Spanish I  
 
The primary goal of the Spanish program is to enable students to communicate with 
Spanish speakers and to understand their cultures through the four major components of 
language: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking.  Students are taught through a 
variety of methods to communicate through both oral and written forms.  The primary 
emphasis at the Spanish I level is on basic oral and written skills.  A basic introduction to 
Hispanic cultures will also be presented. 
 

Spanish I I  
 

The primary goal of the Spanish program is to enable students to communicate with 
Spanish speakers and to understand their cultures through the four major components of 
language: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking.  Students are taught through a 
variety of methods to communicate through both oral and written forms.  The primary 
emphasis at the Spanish II level is on more advanced acquisition of oral, written, and 
reading skills. Also presented is a more focused look at Hispanic cultures. 
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Spanish I I I  
 

The primary goal of the Spanish program is to enable students to communicate with 
Spanish speakers and to understand their cultures through the four major components of 
language: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking.  Students are taught through a 
variety of methods to communicate through both oral and written forms.  The primary 
emphasis at the Spanish III level is on more advanced acquisition of oral, written, and 
reading skills. Also presented is an emphasis on Spanish immersion in the classroom and 
a focus on Hispanic cultures through literature, art, and technology. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Algebra I  
 

This is a first year algebra course.  Therefore, you will study the uses of variables.  
Multiplication, division, subtraction, and addition in algebra will also be covered.  
Exponents and powers and slopes and lines are also topics covered in this first year of 
algebra.  Finally, quadratic equations and square roots are covered. 

 
Algebra I I  

 
This is a second year algebra course.  Accordingly, you will study functions of both first 
and second degree, their graphs and variations, and evaluation.  In this course linear 
algebra (matrix algebra) will also be introduced.  Therefore a Texas Instruments TI-83 
plus or TI-84 Calculator is required.  Powers, inverses of functions, and polynomial 
factorization are also explored. 
 

Algebra I I I  

The purpose of this course is to enhance the algebraic skills of our students who have 
already completed Algebra I, Geometry, and Advanced Algebra in the University of 
Chicago School Mathematics Project series.  Through the use of diagnostic tests, 
weaknesses in the students’  backgrounds are determined and the course content is 
designed to strengthen those weaknesses as well as cover prescribed Algebra III content.  
Our objective is to provide the algebraic base necessary for success in FST (Functions, 
Statistics, and Trigonometry) and/or college algebra.  

Calculus 

Calculus is the reformulation of elementary mathematics through the use of a limit 
process.  The study of calculus involves three distinct stages of mathematics: precalculus 
mathematics, the limit process, and new calculus formations (derivatives, integrals, etc.).  
An AP Calculus schedule is followed as much as possible in order to allow students to 
take the AP Calculus exam if they should choose to do so. 

Discrete Mathematics 
 

Discrete Mathematics is a two semester course that can be taken after Functions, 
Statistics, and Trigonometry or after Calculus.  There are many applications of its 
principles in business and in computer science.  The course is made up of the 
topics:Mathematical Logic and Reasoning, Function Analysis, Rational Functions, 
Recursion and Mathematical Induction, Polar Co-Ordinates and Complex Numbers, 
Combinatorics, Graphs and Circuits, and Vectors. 
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Functions, Statistics and Tr igonometry (FST) 
 

FST is a precalculus course integrating functions, statistics and trigonometry.  The 
content and questions of this course apply the algebra and geometry learned in previous 
courses.  Sequences, counting problems and other topics from discrete mathematics are 
also found, as well as many topics of traditional precalculus courses. 

 
Geometry 

 
The goal of this course is to prepare the student for future courses by building a solid 
foundation of knowledge and understanding and to teach them problem solving skills that 
will allow them to be successful in everyday life.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Weightlifting 
 
Upon completion of Weightlifting, students should be able to: demonstrate a strong 
understanding of respect for self, others and facilities/equipment; consistently show 
responsibility in individual and group tasks; dependably participate safely; and utilize 
foundational concepts associated with improving performance through resistance 
training, applied strength and power, and efficiency of movement..   
 
Universal physical planning principles of overload (simply doing more than normal), 
progression (gradually increasing the stresses and adaptations of training) and specificity 
(utilizing exercise protocol similar to one’s goals) are incorporated through other 
recognized principles of range of motion, applied intensity, variety, and technique to 
ultimately enhance athletic performance or personalized fitness. 
 
Safety is emphasized regularly in lifting technique, focus, and in interaction with others.  

 
Personal Fitness 

 
TFS fitness program is designed to help all learners become informed, independent 
decision makers capable of planning for enjoyable lifetime fitness and physical activity 
while at the same time achieving personal fitness and activity goals for the present.  This 
course is dedicated to helping students meet all the national health goals: 

1. Increasing physical activity levels 
2. Improving wellness 
3. Improving nutrition 
4. Managing stress 

 
  

 
 
 
 



upper school curriculum
Tallulah Falls School

    SCIENCE 

AP Biology 

Advanced Placement Biology is a college level biology course for high school students; it 
is the equivalent of a full year freshman course designed for majors.  Students enrolling 
in AP biology should have completed one year of high school biology and one year of 
high school chemistry.  In order to receive college credit, students must take the AP 
Biology Examination, developed and administered by the College Entrance Examination 
Board and Educational Testing Service and is usually given early May. 

Biology 
 

Biology is a branch of knowledge that involves the study of the development and 
maintenance of life.  You experience biology everyday of your life just by existing.  This 
class is designed to introduce you to the basic ideas and concepts that make up biology as 
you develop a deeper understanding about the living world around you.  The objective is 
not only giving you information, but to help you develop the science skills necessary to 
explore on your own what interests you.  If you have any questions of comments about 
this course, please feel free to contact me at the school by phone or by e-mail. 

Honors Biology 

Honors students will be required to complete Rat©s Pack assignments for most topics.  A 
Rat©s Pack is an independent study for the student with better-than-average academic 
abilities, who responds to challenge, and who is willing to assume responsibility for part 
of the learning process.  If this does not describe you then the honors class is probably not 
the best fit for you, so please see me.   

Chemistry 
 

Chemistry is a branch of knowledge that involves the study of matter and the changes 
which matter undergoes.  You experience chemistry everyday whenever you cook, eat, or 
wash your hands.  This class is designed to introduce you to the basic ideas and concepts 
that make up chemistry as you develop a deeper understanding about the physical world 
around you.  The objective is not only giving you information, but to help you develop 
the science skills necessary to explore on your own what interests you.  If you have any 
questions of comments about this course, please feel free to contact me at the school by 
phone or by e-mail. 
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Human Anatomy 

Anatomy is concerned with structure while physiology focuses on the function.  The two 
studies are tightly linked.  In addition to exploring the structure and function of our 
bodies, we will be researching diseases associated with each system.   

Physics 
 

Physics is a branch of knowledge that involves the study of forces and phenomena that 
occur in the physical world.  You experience physics everyday whenever you cook, eat, 
or wash your hands.  This class is designed to introduce you to the basic ideas and 
concepts that make up physics as you develop a deeper understanding about the physical 
world around you.  The objective is not only giving you information, but to help you 
develop the science skills necessary to explore on your own what interests you.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


